
Science and Religion Studies, Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS) 

Biannual Journal, Vol. 11, No. 2, Fall and Winter 2021, 185-201 

doi: 10.30465/srs.2020.27146.1668 

The relationship between science and religion throughout 

history (Pre-Renaissance period with emphasis on 

Islam and Christianity) 

Zahra Kalhor
*
 

Alireza
  
Farsinegad

**
, Kambiz  Kalhor

***
 

Abstract 

Throughout the history of religious societies, the fate of the sciences, especially rational 

knowledge has always been at the hands of the theological doctrine of that society. In this 

research, we used a historical approach to describe and analyze the views of historians on 

how science and religion interacted in prehistoric times, ancient Greece, and the Middle 

Ages in the world of Christianity and Islam concludes that science and religion have had 

dynamic, two-way and diverse relationships with each other. However, since the formation 

of science, there was always a conflict between theological doctrine and science, especially 

rational knowledge, both in ancient Greece and the world of Islam and Christianity in the 

Middle Ages; Although Christianity and Islam both at the beginning of their emergence, 

led to the growth of science And science itself - the rational Knowledge specifically - also 

provided the required methods for explaining religious doctrine to Muslim and Christian 

theologians, but there has always been a kind of incompatibility between the mental–-

psychological structure of the interpreters of religious doctrine, and the findings of rational 

knowledge. 
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%(����  :�* �0,1 ��$� ��@
�.*�� $ =�� �FA� .�,(,A� �d��A��  
  

1 .  -��.�  

/�!�	� ��e9 $ �$Hf ���� ����� �� +� �FA� �� ���� �%� *,,'� ���,!-. �:��� �� �! -

 .�
� �, !� /���� ���� ! *�� $ =�� �FA� �
�	� $� *�� �� H2    �F%A� �%� ��%4� +�2��
   	E%0,� ���%4� *�� �� .�
� �H� �E��>� �
��I +��� �� *�� $ =�� �FA� �� g�F��� �� ���$�	I

>,1 H'� �� +�H� ��$� �� *�� $ =�� �;���� �FA�     �%K�"� �%�� � +��%� �%� .�
� �H� /	,
 +��� �� �F�� �� (� 	hE;�»L�� �,�� � =��«     H%'� �%� d��%A�� +�%�� �� �� �FA� *��

�1 �K�"� P,� $ �
� ��	2 /	,J»�C��� �,0,1k	l $ �@
� �� *�� $ =�� / «H (� 	4�   �%��
 5�
� ��	2 /	,>,1 �C
$ +$	D +��� �� �� �FA� *�� +�2��� �C,(�     *%�� ���%0� �%�$ �%��

   ��$� ����%� ��%� �� �FA� *�� �� 3���6 m� �� +�	2 �SE2� ��
� *�� �� /��4� $ W-�"�
�A1 �'� +�H�  �����%� +��� �;���� 3���6 ����� 	E0,� �� �P,� 3���6 +� $ �
� �A��A��

    �%�,�(� 3!$#%1 ��%,E�� �� �FA� ��� .�
� �K�A� *�� ��–      �%SJ H%��� $� 3,%1 �S,%9��
��0,1 ��$� �� �;
�1 *EI�� ��F�� �� ��;���� �	<�$� m� �� +�JHA��    *%�� /�	%� d��%A��

3
	1�0,1 3��� �FA� ����A�� +H � ����� ��� �� �2 H��     +�%��� �#%�$ �%� �+�%��� �� +�H�
k	l - �@
� $ �,(,A� -  *%�� �� n�
� ���� �?       �%� �%
� �H%� 3%��2 �	%4� *%�� �� $�

��$� �� *�� $ =�� �FA� �1 d��A�� �� 3,1 �� ����� &FD ��   3���%6 ��%>�� $ ��� /	,J -

    	%! ����%K $ ���%F� +�,� �� �� �	,>� ��	D L��;� /$� 3,1 =�� +�6��� �� �� �S�E;� /�!
     3%;� �� ��%��B� �� .��%� ��<%�� m� 	! 8': $ W�D g�"� ���JH�� 	! H"� $ 3���6

�JHA��� ��E;� 	)� $ 7��� �H�PJ o(F� 	! �����1�� *,,F� +.���  

  

2 .�� 0��1�  

�0,1 ��$� �� =���EI�� �� � �� d��A��   3%��2 $ �%�	G� /�%!      ���%A�� �I	%9 /	%)� /�%!
�� p@����,� �� �2 H��� &<� q�:�� m� ��f H��)� /����J �� �I	J   *,%,'� �%2 /�

+� r,D� �	�    ��%� +�%0����:�� ��e%9 $ �$H%f �HB� �� �!)  ��%�f $ �%
�� :s.�1371 �
u217.( 1   �%2 ����� 7�� ���f� �� �2 H���� ��2 �� P,� ���� W���:�� �	EAJ $ �$Hf

�� ���H� �9�6 *,'�  (�%BK� � <f +� ! �� �K$� �SA�I �� �E
 �
�� �EA!)�6��	1
     �%2 k�%Af =%�� q�%:�� H��� 5��� �,� �� �!R *,'E� $ �vP� 7�� +�0����:�� �� $
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 ��H"� �2 �
H! =�� $ �H���,
 *��)���1326u�41�/�$�	B0K� 51383u �387  	%! �� .(
�0,1 ���� P�� � ��$ 	�H"�+� �
�� O$� �� 	E0,� �A��A�� �A1 ���� �� �A��A��   	%� �%!

��      �%�	G� O$� $ �	"E%
� 	%� �%EF� ��%�$� m� �H � ��� �� d��A�� H'��� ���� .��	J
)��� �O$	
 :s.�1361 x9 �11 -13� �I	9 ���� �2 (  �% � &��%� �� �SA�I H��� /	) -

�
�,D O$� �� �E
 y!	I �� ���� 	E0,� �2 �K�f �� H� - �� �	B� ���!	�.H��	�  
 

3 .
�	 0��1�  

+��	I �W��F�q�z6 �/���	�     ���%)� *��)�%
� *%�� /�%eK 8���'� �� � �� �'�	� $ -

1405 p�|3x9 �166 -171.(   q�%z6 $ /���	%� +��	I /�'� 	� �}��I *��   �%� H%,2�� -

 �}��%%I *��)H%%2390| �2u �319  �q�%%z6 �/�%%eK /�%%'� �%%� m%%��P� ��,%%A� /�%%'� .(
�'�»�,06«   �%� �� *%�� �f@C%9� 8�	'� �� �  ���� ��%�$ &%�    ���% ���� /�	%� O@%� .

      �%
� *%�� �� �%K��	� �f@C%9� 8%�	'� ����%A�� ��EA! W�f�
 �� � �� &��2 �","f) -

Peterson,1991,p4~8�	'� �� *�� .(  �%
� ��	E�� ���� �m,!      �%2 *%�� �%� �%F�D ��	%E�� 5
   �%
� ���%A�� �!�%J� �� 	��	I /$	,� ��G� ��EA! �m,!)1372u �23   �W�� %
� +�%,� .(

H����2 ~8�	'��J#�$ /�� �	� �� /$ .���� *�� �� /	�  s	E%0� +���� �� � �� �2 ���� /�!
�� 	)� ����� G� �� &<0E� �� *�� �H
�  ��EI� ��%!�$��     �%' � $ /�	%I W�%
�Af� $ �%!

��  �%� +���� W$�S� }�
� 	� �2 �E","f 5�
� �EI�� +���
 ���l �","f� ��BS� ��f �2 H���
   �%
� �!�%K�	,l �%� �!�K� �x;0E��� �� x;0E� �	,�2 �� Hf�$ �	>�H<�)Peterson,1991,-

p4.( �F� �,! +�
	E1 � ! *�� ���"�� &��2 �� *�� 8���'� �� /� � � H2    m%� 	%! +�%?
�F� }�
� 	� +�$� �%F� H��� �*�� �� /� �E6�%�    �H%� 8%�	'� .... $ �E6�%� ��H%�H1 � -

H�� �+�
	E1)1389u �20.(  	�H"� 	! ��   $ �H%� �%EI	�Q1 ����� 	,AS� �*�� �3!$#1 *�� ��
����� �� �0;� �'��/	<I �:��� $ ��2 /�!       �%2 �%
� �%!$	J �%� �	%I �� � ��
�Af�

�h(�� /��������� �� /$	,1 $ ��"E�� /�	� ��	I� W��'
 $ �0;� W�G� �/�   �� ��%6 /�%!
���l �� �� '� ��� �� �2 H����     /�%��� ���%� $ �H%� �%"�� 3
	1 p�I ��6 &v�A� *�	�

����� 	��
 	� /	�	�    .H���� ��6 +$�� �� �� L,D� /�!  
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 �� =�� +�6����	� ��� � *,EA;� /$����>� $ �!������ /$� O�"� /�!  �%2 ���!��l /
+�A��+� �� �>
 ����1 ��$� /�!�� �JH�� �! �%� }Hf H��	2    ���%>� *%�� �%2 H%��  ��%!

�,:	I $ �
� +�	J�$�� $ +���� �H!� +�0��� �	C� /�     	%� �H%"� $��%� +� �� �%2 H2
���)�
� �
 *�� �� 	6�� =�� $ *����  �	�1371u �16�,:	I �'� 5(  �%� �	%C� /�  H%2

�� � 0?	
 *�� �� =�� $ $��� �� *�� +� �� �2    ����%� �� 	%>�� �%6	� ��f *�� �� .�	,J
�� *�� $ =�� *,EA;� ~��� �� /	J$��� �<�� *,� �� �+���>�      ��%A�
 �%� &%v�D �%�� H%���

���'� $� �� *�� $ =�� �<�� HEA,� �
 *�� *,� �K��   �%� �	%I $��� ��	� =! H%2 ) -
��
�1391u �20  �� �� *%�� $ =�� �0� *EA��� �<� �+��� H��� /��>� ����� ��f *�� ��(
+H ��G,E� ������ &FD �� $ �,K$� /�!�� 	)� *�� /   +�%A�� �P%� �%2 H���    +�%B� ��%,K$� /�%!

 �+���)��� �',F� /��$�� ���B� ���'� ��',F�1382 u �16 �%:�$ 	1 .(     	%J� �%2 �%
�
   $ �%�� �,;%
 &9� &,K� �� �H��� ���f$� $ �',F� /��$�� +�B� ���'� ��',F� �+�B�

=! H��� �',F� =K�� *,���D ����'�       �%G,E� �� $ H%��� �%',F� /��$�%� =K�%� *,���D �� �

  �%',F� +���D ����� �� =�� $ /���	,l =K�� ��h(� +��� �� *�� *,� /��,� �� � /��J��


�	D	��� H��� /Hf�$ ��� ���'� $� 	! �=K�� $� *�� 	J� $ ��� H!��6 � +� �%0� +���  �%!
     *,%? �%2 +�%�� 	%! �<�� ���H� ����� &FD �� +��$� �� u�hE6� 	�� *�� $ �A��� Hf�$ ��

�0�H���� 	)� �� �� ! *�� �� .��� H!��6 Hf�$ *�� $ =�� �0� H��� /�  �%� +H� &v�D H
�
�	� Hf�$ 7�0�   &%,K� *%�� �� /	J$��� �� $� *�� *EA��� �A ! ���B� �� $ *�� $ =�� /
����� �2 �
�    $ P%,�� ��	%
� �/	J$��%� �� �� H��� ������ &FD �� ��$� �� �� $ ��� /�!

.H���� �I�2 *,,F� HD�I  
�����  ��� �� }�� ��	� �� &"� �� 	�»����� «��   $� 	%! ���H%E�� *�� $ $��� �2 HA���

��   �%� +�%B� �� +� �� /$H� +�A�� �2 ��	,f $ �0!� =BF� �}�Af�   � %0?	
 �%A�	>�
�� �%� �H� $��� $ *�� ��� �� �� =�� ��� ��<AI�,K�� �� /	>�� ��D &"� �� /$ .�	,J  H%2

�� *,? ��6 &,�(� �� $  �H%�H1 ����H%E�� ���D� �2 H��J  ���%
 /�%!  �%� �%2 �� /�   �%� +��%�
�� ��	G� � �� �H!�0� ���J	J� �� ��	2 �
�	� �
 ��    �H%� =%BI &%��D 	,l ��K� ��� /�!

��  �%� =%�� �� ��� �K$� 5H��	2        �<%AI�,K�� .m%
�� $ ���C%
� �$��%� �%� �%�$� $ �	%��
/��$H,�� ��	� �� +�A�� �O	>� �� �� ���HE�� *�� � 0?	
   ����� �%� O��%"E�� $ 7�"� �� O�

�� �GEA� �D@6������ )H2  �	�1371x9�16 -17  .(  
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����� 	�H"� 	! ���� �� ���A2 	)� P,� 	�      $ $��%� �� *%�� $ =%�� � %0?	
 �%2 �	�Q1
�� �I�	6�� ��6 	)� &,�(� �� $ H���    �I	%0,1 �3%�� 8%02 ����
 �+�I &��<� �2 H��J

     3%��� H%�� /�	%� �'��%� ����� �� /��,A� �� ��6 �2 �I�	6 $ $��� �� �!�F�� �� ��!��P��
H1 ����u �+� !) �	2 �H,1 �'
�� $ H�� H�17.(  

 �%� ����� &FD �� ��$� �� *�� $ =�� �FA�  ������ L,�	� *�H�   :�%SJ +��%�1  $ =%�� .
   HE%��H� ���%'� �B� �� 	>�H<� �� ��� *,? +�? $ H���� /Hf�$ ��� ���'� $� 	! *��

�A ! �Hf�$ �0� *E��� &,K� �� �<��  .(+��� ��	)�)  H����2�� .   +�% ! �� *%�� ��� �� =�� �
         �%��J�H� /$	% �D ��%6 W�%"�'E� &%,K� �%� $� *%�� $ �%
� P��% E� �HE��  �%�	)�)H���� /�

 .(�<AI�,K��3����� 	)�)H���� ���'� /���� �HE�� +� ! �� *�� $ =�� .   �%� �% ! *�� �� .(	�
�� 	)��EI�� �2 ����� &FD �� ��$� �� H
� k�E<� 	0� /	)� $ ��	G� /�! �% �   �%� $ H%�

�� *,� �� ��	
 =�� ��I� -  �E��F�� �E,!�� �� -        ��%
� �H%�� 	%4� *%�� �� �%2 ���%'� ��
  �F%A� �� *ESJ *;
 �G,E� �� 5=,��>� *;
 *�� �� +� �FA� �� =,���E� �� ��� �EI	>� &<�

�� ����� &FD�� ��$� �� *�� $ =��      .�
�'�  
  

5 .6�8��� 6��9� �	 
�	 � �� ����    

�� $ q��� @� +�H 0��� $ +�	<SE� *,EA;� +�E
�� +�,����� �� � �� �1$�� L,D���   �%2 H%��
 �S%A�I �0�H�� �2 ���I�A�,I 5HEI	J &��� �� �� ��G� =�� $ 	h� �� �� W�,:���   H%��,1 +�%�

�+�EA�1�2)���� W�,:��� �� �<��P�1380u �23    ��,%A� �@,%� �� 3,%1 =0� �H
 �� .(
 $� |�$�  $ �%� K$� 	,��
� 3��H,1 LF
 �+�E
�� +���� �� �
�v�$ $ �
�YI�$� ���HE�� 3,2
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