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Abstract

With the emergence and expansion of modern science, questions began to arise
concerning the relationship between science and religion. One fundamental question
was the extent to which the narratives found in sacred texts about the creation of the
world and humankind relate to the claims and theories presented in modern science.
This article examines an approach that not only regards these religious narratives as
being in conflict with scientific theories and explanations (particularly the theory of
evolution) but also presents the creationist accounts as scientific claims that, at least in
some respects, are superior to those of modern science. After briefly reviewing this
approach, we will demonstrate, by considering several fundamental differences between
scientific creationism and modern science, that such claims cannot be regarded as
genuinely scientific. Any attempt to incorporate claims derived from religious narratives
into the body of science, or to construct a parallel enterprise under the label of “science”
alongside natural science, will ultimately prove unsuccessful. Ultimately, we will
conclude that, from a practical standpoint, merging these domains—which appear to
have distinct and separate frameworks—is neither suitable nor satisfactory.
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Introduction

With the advent of modern science, doubts emerged as to whether creationist claims
regarding the origin of the world and of human beings should be regarded as literal and
true explanations, rather than symbolic, allegorical, or metaphorical ones. These doubts
became the source of debates and tensions concerning the relationship between
scientific and religious explanations in the understanding of the world and of human
existence. Among the various approaches that have been taken in this regard, one
prominent view has been that religious and scientific claims about the world are
fundamentally in conflict. According to this view, one must ultimately choose between
them: either accept scientific explanations of the world and reject religious ones, or
prioritize religious claims while dismissing scientific interpretations.

This article explores a relatively recent approach that appears—ultimately—to be
based on that same dichotomous assumption. The modern form of Creationism, often
referred to as Scientific Creationism, typically regards scriptural accounts of the origin
and development of the universe and humanity as scientific explanations. This approach
regards such accounts as being in opposition to naturalistic scientific explanations—
especially in opposition to the theory of evolution.

However, it appears that advocates of this New Creationism (NC) fall into a
fundamental contradiction. On the one hand, they seek to establish that, despite the clear
differences in content between “creation science” and modern natural science
(differences that would make it a genuine alternative or rival), there are nonetheless
basic similarities in method and function that entitle it to be called “scientific”. Yet, on
closer inspection, no substantial methodological or epistemological common ground
seems to exist that would render creation science genuinely “scientific” by the standards
of modern natural science.

The aim of this paper is to demonstrate, through a discussion of the major and
foundational differences between creation science and modern natural science, that
creation science cannot legitimately be categorized as science, nor can it reasonably be
regarded as a viable competitor or alternative to modern science under the label of
“scientific”. In the form defined by its advocates, creation science ultimately falls under
the category of pseudoscience or lies altogether outside the scope of science.

It should be noted that this paper offers a critical analysis specifically of New
Creationism (NC)—namely, those forms of creationist thought that position themselves

in relation to the empirical sciences. It does not address theological or religiously
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inspired perspectives that engage with other fields of inquiry, such as the humanities or
the human sciences.

This paper focuses on several foundational differences between NC and modern
science. The central claim of this paper is that, due to these fundamental differences and
NC’s failure to meet some of the criteria for being considered scientific, creation
science cannot be regarded as offering valid “scientific” explanations for the origin and
understanding of the world and human beings.

Materials and Methods

This article is a theoretical and analytical study in the field of science—religion relations.
It adopts a critical approach to examine the status of New Creationism (NC) in relation
to modern natural science. For this purpose, a conceptual-comparative method is
employed. Specifically, some methodological features of modern natural science are
identified and compared with certain methodological characteristics found in the
discourse of New Creationism.

The sources used include philosophical works related to the philosophy of science
and philosophy of religion, selected historical religious texts concerning creation,
literature on creation science, and key texts authored by both critics and proponents of
NC. The aim of this comparison is to assess whether the explanations offered within the
NC framework can be regarded as “scientific” according to the standards of
modern science.

The analysis focuses on identifying fundamental similarities and differences in terms
of content, types of references, epistemic foundations of concepts, and explanatory
aims. Additionally, various approaches in the philosophy of science that address the
demarcation between science and pseudoscience are employed to philosophically
support the article’s argument. In this context, a non-Popperian form of falsificationism
is introduced as a potential criterion for distinguishing between modern natural science

and creation science.

Discussion and Result

This analysis demonstrates that Creation Science fundamentally differs from modern
natural science in terms of methodology and epistemic commitments. Although
Creationism claims to be "scientific," it lacks several essential features of modern
natural science and relies more heavily on religious commitments than on scientific

inquiry. These differences prevent Creation Science from being recognized as genuinely
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scientific. Efforts to present Creation Science as an alternative or rival to modern
science are unacceptable, as Creation Science is meaningful only within the framework

of religious beliefs.

Conclusion

This article has argued that NC, due to fundamental differences, cannot function as a
legitimate rival or alternative to modern natural science. Overlooking the essential
characteristics of both natural science and NC would, in effect, alter the fundamental
nature of these distinct domains. This conclusion pertains specifically to NC and does
not extend to Old Creationism (OC), which does not assert scientific status. While no
definitive solution was offered to resolve the epistemic tensions between science and
religion, we suggested that disjunctive or separationist approaches may offer a

productive framework for further reflection.
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